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UNIT 3:  LITERARY STRUCTURE; MATTHEW 11:20-30 
 
In this unit we consider the literary structure and vocabulary of Matthew 11:20-30.  One commentarty (Richard B. 
Gardner (Matthew, Herald Press, 1991, pp. 191-193)) gives this outline: 
 
 Two pronouncements of woe (11:20-24) 

(1) A woe statement or its equivalent (21a, 23a) 
(2) An if... then  statement (21b, 23b) 
(3) An I tell you statement drawing the consequences (21b, 23b) 

Promise of blessing (11:25-30) 
(1) A prayer of thanksgiving for God's revelation (25-26) 
(2) A statement about Jesus' role as revealer (27) 
(3) An invitation by Jesus to receive his instruction (28-30) 

 
Listen to the Greek on Track #7 (slow) and Track #8 (faster) 
 

Introduction To,te h;rxato ovneidi,zein  
   ta.j po,leij  
      evn ai-j evge,nonto  
         ai` plei/stai duna,meij auvtou/(  
o[ti ouv meteno,hsan\  

then he began to reproach 
   the cities 
      in which had-happened 
         the many acts-of-power of-him 
because not they-repented 

TWO PRONOUNCEMENTS OF WOE 
Woe statement #1 ouvai, soi( Corazi,n(  

   ouvai, soi( Bhqsai?da,\  
woe to-you, Chorazin 
   woe to-you, Bethsaida 

If o[ti eiv  
   evn Tu,rw| kai. Sidw/ni  
      evge,nonto  
         ai` duna,meij  
         ai` geno,menai evn u`mi/n(  

for if 
   in Tyre and Sidon 
      had-happened 
         the acts-of-power  
         the ones-that-happened in you 

Then pa,lai a'n  
   evn sa,kkw| kai. spodw/|  
      meteno,hsanÅ  

long-ago  
   in sack-cloth and ashes 
      they would have repented 

"I tell you" plh.n le,gw u`mi/n(  
      Tu,rw| kai. Sidw/ni  
   avnekto,teron e;stai  
   evn h`me,ra| kri,sewj  
      h' u`mi/nÅ  

nevertheless I-say to-y'all 
   for Tyre and Sidon 
      more-tolerable it-will-be 
      in the-day of-judgment 
   than for-y'all. 

Woe statement #2 kai. su,( Kafarnaou,m(  
   mh. e[wj ouvranou/ u`ywqh,sh|È  
      e[wj a[|dou katabh,sh|\  

and you, Capernaum, 
   not to heaven will-you-be-exalted? 
         to Hades you-will-be-brought-down 

If o[ti eiv  
   evn Sodo,moij evgenh,qhsan  
      ai` duna,meij  
   ai` geno,menai evn soi,(  

for if  
   in Sodom had-happened 
      the acts-of-power  
   that-happened in you 

Then e;meinen a'n me,cri th/j sh,meronÅ it would have remained until today. 
"I tell you" plh.n le,gw u`mi/n  

   o[ti gh/| Sodo,mwn  
      avnekto,teron e;stai 
      evn h`me,ra| kri,sewj  
   h' soi,Å  

nevertheless I-say to-y'all 
   that for the land of Sodom 
      more-tolerable it-will-be 
      in the-day of-judgment 
   than for-you. 

 


